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A Review of Debates on Chinese Modernization Research

Exploring Future Directions in the Research on Chinese Modernization

CHEN Zheng-han

Abstract : Over the past three decades, especially since the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of
China, research on Chinese modernization has become increasingly active, yielding a large number of highly
influential research outcomes. In exploring its scientific connotations, discussions have primarily been conducted
from holistic, comparative, and historical perspectives. The study of its developmental logic has been clarified using
a multi — dimensional logical framework. In terms of historical periodization, three main approaches have been
identified based on modern history, CCP history, and the history of the People’s Republic of China. Research on its
distinctive characteristics has formed three paradigms: studies based on the “five characteristics” theory, research
supported by the practical experience of Chinese modernization, and comparative studies of it and Western
Capitalist Modernization. Research on its value implications has mainly focused on breaking the capitalist
modernization development model, transcending the limitations of traditional socialist modernization, and
broadening the modernization paths for developing countries. Despite the abundant existing research, there is still
room for deepening in areas such as defining relevant concepts, expanding research perspectives and methods, and
enhancing the systematic and practical orientation of research. Based on this, this paper proposes the following
recommendations; Clarify the concept of “Chinese modernization” and related terms; Expand research horizons by
leveraging emerging research methods; Focus on practice, emphasize problem orientation, and delve into practical
issues such as the relationship between the digital economy, new productive forces, modern Chinese civilization,
and Chinese—style modernization to promote in—depth development of research on Chinese modernization and
provide stronger support for theoretical construction and practical advancement.

Key words: Chinese Modernization; Scientific Connotation; Developmental Logic; Historical Periodization;

Distinctive Characteristics; Value Implications
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